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Supply Association, managed by Charles Von
Bibra, at 227 Little Collins St. This may be for
printed items other than books. The expense
of ordering blocks and paying the artist Percy
Leason for illustrating the planned Alice in
Wonderland totalling £31 8s demonstrates,
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by Lillian Pyke in 1921.
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Lothian Papers, MS 6026 Box III, folder 11, D.
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The US patent for the two-revolution
Miehle press was issued on 2 September
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and Machine Company. McKay ordered his
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complete with pulley & slides from Sydney
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appears on Capel Boake’s novel Painted Clay
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was printed by the Specialty Press Pty Ltd,
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and advertised in successive issues. Both
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Kenneth Henderson’s Khaki and Cassock,
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published in December 1919, carries the
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on 8 Dec. 1919.

Minutes of Melville and Mullen’s meetings,
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Co. Melbourne, MSS 3269/80/4, Mitchell
Collection, State Library of New South
Wales.
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12 Mar. 1919, p. 791.

See Dunn & Co’s report stating that they
(James Pyke and Gillam) had recently secured
‘the contract for carrying on bookstalls for
five years at the rate of £5295 per annum’,
Reports of Business Firms Compiled for

TC Lothian by RG Dunn & Co, Lothian
Papers Ms 6026, 261/1.
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Papers Ms 6026, 261/1, Lothian Papers Ms
6026, 261/1.
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Escapades of Ann was issued in an edition of
10,000 copies and both The Governor’s Man
and The Escapades of Ann were issued in cloth
and stiff boards. It is assumed that other titles
were also were bound in cloth and paper.
The Railway Bookstalls, previously
controlled by Gordon and Gotch, was
managed by McKay with Percival Vincent
Morris as the Bookstall Company. Falling out
with McKay, Morris moved on to Melville
and Mullen (this firm later amalgamated as
Robertson and Mullen) and the young Frank
Cheshire, who had first worked for James
Symons at George Robertson and Co, was
Morris’ first employee at ML Hutchinsons
when McKay took over this established
family business.

The “Alice’ illustrations were paid for

by McKay between 1914 and 1918. His
notebook entry states that he paid the artist
£17 and itemised the cost of the line and tint
blocks required as costing £13 18s, the total
cost being £31 8s.

The extent of McKay’s interests at this time
is exemplified by the issuing of Harold
Hansell’s The Everlastin’ Ballads: Ballads of
Empire (1920, C] De Garis, printed by the
Specialty Press, distributed by

ML Hutchinson Pty Ltd. and sold by the
Melbourne Bookstall Co). Also printed by
the Specialty Press were Frank Russell’s The
Ashes of Achievement (1920), Ada Holman’s
Sport of the Gods (1921), and Joseph Furphy’s
(Tom Collins) Rigby’s Romance. Kate Baker,

a staunch supporter of Furphy’s work,
unsuccessfully submitted Rigby’s Romance

in De Garis’s competition. The manuscript
was reconstructed by Baker and typed up
‘by a girl-typist ... in RS. Ross’s office [at]

The Socialist’ from instalments clipped from
the pages of the Barrier Truth by Furphy’s
niece, Amy, and pasted into an exercise book.
Baker later recalled that the manuscript was
published by De Garis in 1921 and edited

by HH Champion and Peter Newmarch,
but the abridgement was slow to sell and
was remaindered in paper covers. Under the
ML Hutchinson imprint, McKay published
Linda Burge’s Wild Poppies (1924) and

the Reverend Thomas Ruth’s Progress of
Personality after Death (1919).

By 1922, British book imports were returning
to normal and local editions printed during
the war did not sell as freely as before.

The bookbinders’ strike of 1921 made life
difficult for the likes of HH Champion,
who was bankrupted when The Specialty
Press took action against him to recover
money owing on the binding of several
books printed in 1920-21. These were:
Marjorie Barnard’s The Ivory Gate, Martin
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Boyd’s Retrospect and CWL Bryde’s From
Chart House to Bark Hut. Successive failures
of publishing houses at the time was well
summarised when the Queen City Printers
was bankrupted in February 1932 with a debt
of more than £14,000. The cause was said to
be ‘The fact that since 1923 the Publishing
Business of the company had proved
unprofitable’.

Art books with coloured plates printed by
the Specialty Press include Colin Colahan
(ed.), Max Meldrum, his Art and Views,
Melbourne: Alexander McCubbin,

p- 177. This illustrated edition of 150 copies
reproduced paintings (including Corot’s The
bent tree) and portraits, nine advertisements
(reprints to 1920); The Life and Art of Walter
Withers (1919); The Art & Life of George

W. Lambert [19197]; The Art & Life of David
Davies [1920]; Frederick McCubbin: A
consideration by Alexander Colguhoun (before
1920). All printed for Alexander McCubbin
(Australian Art Books) Melbourne.

The size and number of editions published
in Melbourne between 1906 and 1923 was
greater than that published in the 1930s due
to the Depression and during World War
II. McKay, in giving evidence on 20 January
1936 before an inquiry into education
department textbooks, specifically about

a cost charged to Professor GS Browne

and Mr AVG James for the publication of
their Modern World Geography series, and
responding to a question about the cost of
printing school readers said that ‘His ... price
for printing editions of 25,000 of each grade
would be 7/-, which did not include any
payments for royalties or for drawings, but
did include the profit he would charge. His
price for the set would be 6/9 for editions
of 50,000 of each grade’. Elsewhere he is
reported as saying he ‘had never reached an
edition of 50,000 for a text-book. Editions of
10,000 were usual. These might take years to
sell’ (Age, 16 Jan. 1936, p. 10).
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