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In this issue, Nikita Vanderbyl 
explores the work of Aboriginal 
Australian artist William Barak, 
while Myles Russell-Cook gives a 
personal reflection on the artist.

Catherine Padmore revisits 
the archive of Joan Lindsay, 
author of Picnic at Hanging Rock. 
Patricia Clarke tells the story  
of Frances Taylor, founder  
and editor of the journal 
Woman’s World. Shona Dewar 
has edited the reminiscences 

of Ursula O’Connor about her 
influential 38-year career as a 
librarian at the Library.

Libby Melzer describes the 
production and likely origin of a 
remarkable 13th-century pocket 
Bible, one of the first medieval 
manuscripts acquired by the 
Library. And Shane Carmody 
tells the story of the library of 
Carlos Barron Lumsden, one 
volume of which was recently 
acquired by the Library.

RRP $29.95



BECOME A DONOR
Every donation assists the Library in 
delivering much needed services and in 
helping to preserve Victoria’s heritage for 
future generations. All donations over $2  
are tax-deductible. 

Donations to State Library Victoria (ABN 
73 190 237 854) can be made:

Online: go to slv.vic.gov.au/get-involved/
make-donation

By EFT/bank transfer: made to ‘Library 
Board of Victoria’ 
BSB 013-160, ACC 46-623-6138

By cheque: made payable to ‘Library Board 
of Victoria’

MAKE A BEQUEST
One of the most meaningful ways you can 
ensure that State Library Victoria continues 
to thrive is to leave a bequest. Those who 
make a bequest to the Library are invited to 
join the Redmond Barry Society, which was 
established to recognise the generosity and 
support of Library benefactors. Members 
receive invitations to exhibition openings, 
collection viewings and exclusive functions 
throughout the year.

To leave a lasting legacy through a bequest, 
please contact Judy Buchan, Philanthropy 
Manager, on (03) 8664 7460.

BECOME A CORPORATE MEMBER
Become part of a dynamic corporate 
membership network and connect with 
a diverse group of organisations while 
supporting one of Australia’s most 
established and prestigious cultural 
institutions.

Our corporate members enjoy special  
rates for the Library’s grand event spaces, 
along with invitations to exclusive events.

To become a Corporate Member please 
contact Elisabeth Kerdelhué, Partnerships 
Manager, on (03) 8664 7591 or visit  
slv.vic.gov.au/get-involved/join-our-
corporate-membership-program

WE MADE IT BECAUSE OF YOU
Thank you to our supporters who donated 
to the 2019 Bruce Postle Archive Appeal. 
It is your generosity that enabled us to 
achieve our target of $75,000 at 30 June. 
We are delighted to announce that we have 
acquired the archive. We are now doing 
preservation work on the thousands of iconic 
and extraordinary prints, transparencies 
and pieces of ephemera to ensure that 
this collection is accessible for future 
generations.

Bruce Postle, photographer, The real elephant in the room (detail), 1972
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THE LA TROBE JOURNAL 

is published by State Library 
Victoria twice yearly, in March and 
September.

Guest editor: Shane Carmody 
Managing editor: Margot Jones, 
Publishing Project Manager, State 
Library Victoria 
Copy editor: Penny Mansley 
Proofreader: Greg Alford 
Design by Pfisterer + Freeman 
Layout by Mark Brewster 
Printed by Printgraphics, Victoria, 
Australia

Editorial address: 
Editor, The La Trobe Journal 
State Library Victoria 
328 Swanston Street 
Melbourne, Victoria 3000, Australia

Contributions are invited on topics 
inspired by the Library’s collections 
and are subject to refereeing.

Opinions expressed in The La Trobe 
Journal are those of the individual 
contributors, and no responsibility 
is accepted for them by State Library 
Victoria.

Copyright of material published in 
The La Trobe Journal is vested in the 
author.

Friends and Corporate Members of 
State Library Victoria receive The 
La Trobe Journal free as part of their 
membership. 
slv.vic.gov.au/get-involved

Copies of the journal may be 
purchased from Readings at State 
Library Victoria, and it is free online. 
slv.vic.gov.au/about-us/our-
publications

Back issues can be viewed online 
through the State Library website. 
slv.vic.gov.au/about-us/our-
publications/la-trobe-journal 
For issues up to 2011 go to: 
latrobejournal.slv.vic.gov.au/
latrobejournal/index.html

Unless otherwise acknowledged, 
all illustrations are works from the 
collections of State Library Victoria 
and the images have been digitised by 
the Library’s imaging studio.

Every attempt has been made to 
locate copyright holders and to 
seek relevant permissions. If any 
omissions or errors are detected, the 
Library invites advice from relevant 
parties to ensure that appropriate 
acknowledgments can be made.

Learn more at slv.vic.gov.au

Above left: A bird perches on a 
decorated initial ‘V’ at the start of the 
Book of Jeremiah. Detail from folio 
322v. And, above right: Detail from 
folio 275v. [Bible, Vulgate; and, The 
interpretations of Hebrew names], 
second half of 13th century, RARES 
091 B47C, Rare Books Collection, 
State Library Victoria

Front cover: William Barak, 
Aboriginal ceremony with wallaby 
and emu (detail), brown ochre and 
charcoal on board, c. 1880 – c. 1890, 
Pictures Collection, H29641

Inside front cover: John Gollings, 
photographer, William Barak 
building, Swanston Street, 
Melbourne, designed by ARM 
Architecture, 2015. Pictures 
Collection, H2019.127. Reproduced 
with permission

Back cover: Woman’s World of 
Australia: a town & country journal 
for Australian women, Melbourne: 
Woman’s World, October 1926,  
cover (detail). Illustration by 
Margaret Preston, © Margaret 
Preston/Copyright Agency, 2019
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